LASSCO

www.lassco.co.uk

THREE PIGEONS
LASSCO Three Pigeons
Milton Common,
Oxfordshire OX9 2JN
+44 (0)1844 277188

3pigeons@lassco.co.uk

BRUNSWICK HOUSE
30 Wandsworth Road,
London SW8 2LG

+44 (0) 20 7394 2100

brunswick@lassco.co.uk




OUR FATHERS, TO THE MEMORY OF THE NAMELESS KILLED
AND WOUNDED

Two framed sets of signed etchings by William Lionel Wyllie, 1916

A set of four etchings in two frames depicting ships of war and life at sea in English history By
William Wylie and accompanied by the words of Cpt. Ronald Hopwood's poem Our Fathers.
William Lionel Wylie was the most distinguished marine artist of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. He became almost a painter laureate to the Royal Navy, so much so that
during his funeral, in a scene reminiscent of Nelson's state funeral in 1806, his body was rowed
up Portsmouth Harbour in a naval cutter past battleships with dipped colours and bugles calling
and quaysides lined with dockyard workers. Similarly Captain Ronald A Hopwood was
described as the poet laureate of the Royal Navy by Time Magazine in 1941.
His most enduring work, The Laws of the Navy, became and remains a sort of
Works and Days primer for naval life, both inspiring and edifying seamen in the
ways of the senior service. After the Battle of Jutland in 1916 when the press was critical
of an apparent failure by the Royal Navy to achieve a clear victory against the Imperial German
Navy the Times of London published The Old Ways, a poem by Hopwood and within this was a
further poem, Our Fathers which was first written during the naval manoeuvres of 1913. Wyllie,
we are told, was much taken with the verses and he arranged to illustrate them with the
agreement of their author as a memorial of sorts to the dead (and perhaps as an apologia for
the living) of the Battle of Jutland. The seaplane depicted appears to be a short type 184 used
at Gallipoli where it became the first aircraft in the world to attack an enemy ship with an air-
launched torpedo. The Battleship in the next image is of the King George V class and likely to
be based on HMS Audacious, which Wylie had studied previously. The poem and illustrative
etchings then go back in time to the navy of Elizabeth I's time. The sailing ships depicted are
galleons of the type which chased the Spanish Armada out of the channel, a scene depicted at
the bottom of the first print. The second framed picture depicts naval exercises and gunnery
practice, with a galleon being scraped and caulked by hand on a secluded beach in the Spanish
Main. It concludes with a scene of high-technology Super-Dreadnoughts of the Queen Elizabeth
class - a naval nominative choice which perhaps inspires the scheme of the whole work of

reflection.



DIMENSIONS: 42cm (16”") High, 55cm (21"") Wide, 2.3cm (1") Deep
PRICE: £725 the pair

STOCK CODE: AD1512




