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VIEWS OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE HEAVENS, BY JOHN
NICHOL

Original lithographs published c1840 showing Nebula Astronomy

John Pringle Nichol who, a Scottish Romantic astronomer, educator, and social reformer, who
produced popular science books between 1846 and 1850. As the 5th Regius Professor of
Astronomy at the University of Edinburgh , influenced the building of a large observatory
beyond the city on Horselethill, paid for by the local citizens. In 1841, it was saved from
financial collapse by the University. Part of the difficulties had arisen through Nichol's
extravagance in purchasing unnecessarily expensive equipment. Eventually, Horselethill
Observatory was kept in operation for 100 years. Nichol was a prolific writer and populariser of
Astronomy; his books Contemplations on the Solar System and Views of the Architecture of the
Heavens, the latter expanding on the Nebular Hypothesis, and one describing the discovery of

Neptune

DIMENSIONS: 30cm (11") High, 26cm (10™") Wide, 2cm (0™") Deep
PRICE: £250 each

STOCK CODE: PO1316 L

HISTORY

Published by Edinburgh and London: William Tait and Simpkin, Marshall & Co. Framed in black

with cream mounts.



