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THE RAILWAY STATION BY WILLIAM POWELL FRITH
Published 1866
Original steel engraving published 1866. Presented in a Hogarth pattern frame with title.

Signed in pencil.

DIMENSIONS: 69cm (27¼") High, 126cm (49½") Wide, 3cm (1¼") Deep

STOCK CODE: AD1437

HISTORY

This  scene depicts the departure for Scotland of a train from Paddington Station pulled by the

engine Sultan. Frith has depicted himself, and his family, in the picture; they are to be seen in

the foreground, slightly to the left, as they bid farewell to their son who clutches his cricket bat

and prepares to return to school for the summer term. To their left a bride and groom prepare

to head for Scotland on their honeymoon but not before the bridesmaids have wished them

well. A not so salubrious scene is unravelling to the far right where a well-known criminal is

apprehended by Haydon and Brett, two famous Scotland Yard detectives.

The original oil painting was purchased before it was finished and Frith was paid extra not to

exhibit in in the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition. Instead it was exhibited in a single picture

exhibition in London and 21,150 people paid admission to see it. There followed a demand for

printed copies so Frith engaged the talents of Francis Hall to complete the etched plate.


