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PAIR OF NEO-CELTIC BOG OAK CANDLESTICKS,
Irish,
Victorian c.1880, lathe turned and intricately carved.

DIMENSIONS: 14cm (5½") High, 8.5cm (3¼") Wide

PRICE: £550 the pair

STOCK CODE: 79526

HISTORY

Bog oak – far from being an obscure subgenus of Quercus Robur – refers to oak that has been

entombed in peat bogs for hundreds, indeed thousands of years. Unique circumstances result

in no decay taking place; the timber is starved of oxygen and the minerals within the bog react

with the natural tannins in the wood which cause the deep brown/black colour to develop. A

thriving industry in Ireland developed with objects such as jewellery, trinkets, candlestick and

bookends being crafted, usually incorporating ancient Celtic motifs,  from this unique

indigenous material. Cornelius Goggin was undoubtedly the most famous of all craftsmen using

the material and included Queen Victoria amongst his patrons.


