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PAIR OF GREEN MARBLE BOOKENDS,
cut from the salvaged doorcases of The Turner Galleries - Tate Britain, Pimlico,
each pair of the polished book-ends, rectangular in section and with mouldings to the top edge,

some with chips.

DIMENSIONS: 28cm (11") High, 14cm (5½") Wide, 6cm (2¼") Thick

PRICE: £240 per pair

STOCK CODE: 78546

HISTORY

In the most recent works to further extend Tate Britain, some of the extensive dado panelling

and doorcases all made in a distinctive green marble, were removed from The Turner Galleries

– themselves an extension to Tate Britain dating to 1908. This part of the galleries were

generously paid for by Sir Joseph Duveen. LASSCO has examples of the considerable amount of

salvaged material that became available (Search “Tate”). These book-ends have been cut from

door-cases and moulding that were otherwise incomplete or damaged. They offer an unique

opportunity to embellish your library with architectural relics of peerless provenance!



Sir Joseph Joel Duveen (8 May 1843 – 9 November 1908) was an art dealer and benefactor of

art galleries. Born in the Netherlands, he and his brother Henry J. Duveen founded in Britain the

firm of Duveen Brothers.

Joseph left Meppel in 1866 and settled in Hull, starting as a general dealer. He possessed a

good knowledge of Nanking porcelain, then coming into fashion; cargo loads of this had been

brought to Holland by the early Dutch traders with China. He purchased large quantities, which

he shipped to Hull, and found a ready market in London.

In partnership with his younger brother Henry he secured the chief American trade in Oriental

porcelain, and in 1877 opened a branch house at Fifth Avenue, New York. They formed many

notable collections in America, and they largely helped in the formation of the Taft, Widener,

Gould, Altmann and Morgan art collections.

In 1879 the brothers erected fine art galleries adjoining the Pantheon in Oxford Street, London,

and took an important share in the fine art trade, extending their interests in several branches,

particularly in that of old tapestry, of which they became the largest purchasers. The Duveens

built spacious art galleries in Old Bond Street in the spring of 1894. From 1890 onwards they

purchased pictures.

Duveen became wealthy, and was generous in benefaction of art galleries. In May 1908 he

undertook the cost (about £35,000) of the extension to the Tate Gallery. It was designed by W.

H. Romaine-Walker: five rooms were added to the main floor and two to the lower. It allowed

the gallery’s paintings by J. M. W. Turner to be displayed, and was called the Turner Wing. It

was completed in 1910.

He was knighted on 26th June 1908 but died in France, on 9th November the same year. He is

buried at Willesden Jewish Cemetery. His wife Rosetta, daughter of Abraham Barnett of Hull,

whom he married in 1869, survived him; they had a family of ten sons and four daughters. His

son Joseph Duveen (1869–1939) was an influential art dealer.


