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LEGA IDIMU MASK (D)

Congolese,

Similarly to the pipibudze masks of the Kwele tribe, the Lega’s Lukwakongo (miniature) masks

have a heart-shaped face framed by a line formed by the nose, the eye rows and the planes of
the cheeks. The wooden face is whitened and smoothed with kaolin clay, which is said to allude
to the refined and perfected nature of the Bwami initiate, some of whom use the masks during

initiation ceremonies. Any holes running around the lower edge of the mask would have held a

beard made of natural liana fibres. This mask would rarely be worn on the front of the face, but
instead on the side of the face, the forehead, tied to the body, displayed on the fences, or

dragged across the floor during Bwami meetings and ceremonies.

DIMENSIONS: 24.5cm (9”") High, 16.5cm (6™") Wide, 7cm (2”") Deep

STOCK CODE: AD1477




