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AN ITALIAN TRAVERTINE MARBLE CONSOLE TABLE,

mid 20th Century, ON RESERVE

the rectangular top, gracefully tapering to its ends and terminating in under-scrolled volutes,

raised on a pair of shaped reeded pilaster jambs and tapered feet,

DIMENSIONS: 93cm (36½") High, 180cm (70¾") Wide, 44cm (17¼") Deep

STOCK CODE: 44828

HISTORY

Travertine is classified properly as a type of limestone although it is often referred to as a

marble. It has long been used in both sculptural and architectural applications. In Italy, well-

known travertine quarries exist in Tivoli and Guidonia Montecelio. The Guidonia quarry was one

of the quarries where Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected material from which to build the Colonnade

of St. Peter’s Square in Rome (colonnato di Piazza S. Pietro) in 1656-1667. Michaelangelo also

chose travertine as the material for the external ribs of the dome of St Peter’s Basilica.

Travertine derives its name from the former town, known as Tibur in ancient Roman times. The

ancient name for the stone was lapis tiburtinus, meaning tibur stone, which was gradually

corrupted to travertino (travertine).


