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AN ITALIAN CARVED LIMESTONE GARDEN BENCH-SEAT,

mid 20th Century, removed from a former Vicarage in the Chilterns,

the stone bench seat, curved in plan with a low back and pineapple finials, with a lobed front

edge, all raised on ends carved as magnificent winged lions, aided by a central scrolled

support,

DIMENSIONS: 79cm (31") High, 100cm (39¼") At Highest, 224cm (88¼") Wide, 224cm (88¼") At

Widest, 56cm (22") Deep, (150cm wide at the outer front paws of the lions); the seat surface

50cm high, 56cm from front seat edge to back of backrest, the bench ends 75cm front to back,

STOCK CODE: 45125

HISTORY

This magnificent garden bench was originally acquired for the house - with fabulous gardens -

from architectural dealers Crowthers of Syon Lodge in Middlesex. It has picked up a wonderful

patina in the ensuing decades. It was almost certainly carved in one of the workshops of the

Veneto - a region long represented by the symbol of St. Mark: The Winged Lion. This seat may

well have been made for J.P.White of Bedford (they never marked their wares so it is hard to be

sure). John Parish White (1855-1917) had established his garden ornament firm by at least

1900 by which time he took a premises at 134 New Bond Street. A manufacturer in timber,

carved stone, terracotta and bronze the firm ran a number of workshops in Vicenza making

garden ornament for sale in London and Bedford. The firm lasted until the early 1960's by

which point it was also dealing in antique pieces.


