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ALABASTER SCULTPURE OF THE UFFIZI WRESTLERS,
after the Roman bronze,
Italian nineteenth century.

DIMENSIONS: 34cm (13½") High, 32cm (12½") Wide, 13.5cm (5¼") Deep

STOCK CODE: nf0069

HISTORY

The sculpture of the Uffizi Wrestlers, originally based on a lost Greek bronze dating back to the

3rd century BC, was brought to immediate sensation in 1583 with the discovery of the Roman

marble copy from 1st century BC. Currently held at the Uffizi collection in Florence, it was

acknowledged for its exceptional quality in its replication of the original Hellenistic sculpture

attributed to Lysippus, known for his portrait of Alexander the Great. The sculpture portrays

two men engaged in pankration, an ancient fighting sport literally translating to ‘all force’.



Embraced in a position known as the ‘guillotine’, scenes as this were of daily occurrence in the

ancient Greek Palaestras.


