
www.lassco.co.uk

THREE PIGEONS

LASSCO Three Pigeons

Milton Common,

Oxfordshire OX9 2JN

+44 (0)1844 277188

3pigeons@lassco.co.uk

BRUNSWICK HOUSE

30 Wandsworth Road,

London SW8 2LG

+44 (0) 20 7394 2100

brunswick@lassco.co.uk



A CAST PLASTER DEATH-MASK OF LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
Cast at LASSCO Three Pigeons by Peter Hone

DIMENSIONS: 25cm (9¾") High, 19cm (7½") Wide, 15cm (6") Deep

PRICE: £125

STOCK CODE: 48894

HISTORY

A death-mask casting of Beethoven was taken on 28th March 1827 the day following an

autopsy. The body was washed, clothed and placed in an oak coffin, his head given a wreath of

white roses. Beethoven’s hands held a wax cross and a lily.

There has been much research and debate into the cause of the great composer’s death at age

57 but it is thought that his preference for a tipple of wine, that although a banned practice,

was still being sweetened with a lead-based additive could have lead to an early death with all

of the symptoms found both when he was alive (including hearing loss) and at the autopsy.

His funeral in Vienna was attended by tens of thousands.


