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A CAST PLASTER BUST OF THE FLORENTINE MERCHANT,
PIETRO MELLINI,
after the marble bust, 1474, by Benedetto da Maiano, held in the Museo Nazionale
(Bargello), Florence,
the head and neck bust, an abbreviation of the opulently robed head and upper torso original,

mounted on a circular socle base.  Cast by LASSCO in our Three Pigeons workshops,

DIMENSIONS: 46cm (18") High, 26cm (10¼") Wide

PRICE: £630

STOCK CODE: 46677

HISTORY

The full marble bust of this characterful Florentine merchant in the Bargello is signed

“Benedetto da Maiano fecit”. The casting of it in about 1885 was undertaken by Oronzio Lelli –

a Florence-based formatore – probably directly for the South Kensington Museum who acquired

it that year. Lelli, as is the way with formatore, then also produced the bust in reproduction as

a head and socle only – omitting the shoulders draped with the elaborate cape. With this

casting LASSCO is producing this smaller version.



Benedetto da Maiano bust as reproduced

by Oronzio Lelli in 1885 on display at the

V&A.

Benedetto da Maiano 1442-97 was influenced by both Donatello (initially) and Antonio

Rossellino. He worked mainly in Florence but did travel to Faenza, San Gimignano and Naples.

The V&A holds another of his marble busts in the collection and at least seven of his relief

works in terracotta.


